How tobeat BUCKTHORN

Buckthorn are invasive shrubs or small A THREAT TO FOREST ECOSYSTEMS
Brought from Europe for hedges,

trees. Two species are found in Minnesota: :

) buckthorn spread, forming
Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) and el dhfelkens I feresis el
Glossy Buckthorn (Frangula alnus). This handout elsewhere. This highly invasive
focuses primarily on Common Buckthorn as it's plant displaces native shrubs and

t oft tered burb ti small trees, destroying habitat for
MOST oTten encountered on suburban properties. songbirds and other wildlife.

Common Buckthorn, Rhamnus cathartica

Not buckthorn!
Leaf arrangement Leaf color is dark green
Leaves are opposite and glossy. Leaves are some
or sub-opposite Leaf size varies, of the first to appear in
from each other. ranging %2 inch to spring and the last to drop
fﬂmOSt 3 inches in fall. Buckthorn leaves stay  Buckthorn - Still green!
in length. .
green into late fall.
Q Branch tip
Opposite - Sub-opposite ¢ Bud pair_l 1 Thorn may be Branch tip variations
T --%-- , long, short, or
Lo ! ' absent. Buds
""" grow in pairs
PRk NN around thorn.
Leaf shape BN
Oval with pointed ends, ,” \\\
similar to an egg or Iemon.ll \
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Leaf veins N ! Leaf edge
Y od 1/ [
Lateral or side veins are K Edge of leaf is
curved, coming off the A R4 finely serrated
central vein like a wishbone. See i like a steak knife.
Fruit Avg. size Bark
—
Only females
produce fruit,
which is pea-
sized and ripens . Scrape to
from green to As it ages, buckthorn bark changes from see yellow

purplish black. smooth with light spots to rough and flaky. underbark.
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